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wheat. At seven in the evening, Lieut. Graham arrived bringing
Indian news, that the Americans were ecoming up. Nothing cer-
tain as to their force, or where they were seen. On the 20th,
while Lieut. Graham was preparing to proceed from Rock River
to go and destroy the gun-boat (the Sauks having refused to
go and assist in getting her up), two young men arrived express
from the Sauks on the Missouri, reporting that white people from
the Illinois, they do not know who, sent word to the Sauks on the
Missouri to inform those on the Rock River to be on their guard,
as the Americans were to leave the Illinois on the 4th inst., in a
strong detachment, to cut off the Sauks. No other certain news
of their approach.

‘WEeEDNESDAY, August 24th.—Iaving deliberated on the news
Lieut. Graham brought from the Sauks, and taking into consider-
ation the promises made Indians in general by Government,
through Robert Dickson, and Col. McKay previous to his leaving
here, of giving them every assistance, and supporting them
against the invading enemy, I think it my duty to send an expe-
dition to the Sauks for that purpose, in order to convinee them
that promises made by British officers are inviolable, and will be
fulfilled, even under the most inconvenient circumstances. I,
therefore, ordered that an expedition to the Rock River would be
in readiness to march on the 27th inst. The forces are mentioned
in the orders of the 24th. I also ordered that Mr. Renville leave
here early tomorrow morning for the Sioux, that is the friendly
band, to ask their chief, with as many as he can spare of his
young men, to go on the same expedition, and at the same time
to tell the Feuille or Leaf, to send word to the Little Corbeau to
proceed with all the warriors of the lake,’ and when they get to
the Prairie La Crosse, to wait there till they send me word, and
get further orders what to do. Lieut. Graham brought intelligence
that the Sauks were all assembling at the Rapids of Rock River,
and had sent word to the Puants, ete., and that he believed
that before our expedition reaches them, there will be about
twelve hundred warriors assembled there. They promised

1 Probably Lake St. Croix. L. C. D.



